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do not mind preying upon other nations and therefore sustain the
biggest navy to protect their unnatural commerce, may be econo-
mically sound (though as the reader perceives, I question its
morality). Free trade for India has proved her curse and held
her in bondage.

And now for Mr. Coubrough's propositions :

1.  The movement is intended to serve the purpose of a volun-
tary prohibitive tariff.

2.  But it is so conceived as neither unduly to benefit the capi-
talist nor to injure the consumer.   During the very brief transition
stage the prices of home manufactures may be, as they are, inflated.
But the rise can only be temporary as the vast majority of con-
sumers must become their own manufacturers. This cottage manufac-
ture of yarn and cloth cannot be expensive even as domestic cookery
is not expensive and cannot be replaced by hotel cookery.   Over
twenty-five crores of the population will be doing their own hand-
spinning and having yarn thus manufactured woven in neighbouring
localities.   This population is rooted to the soil and has at least
four months in the year to remain idle.

If they spin during those hours and have the yarn woven and
wear it, no mill-made cloth can compete with their khadi. The
cloth thus manufactured will be the cheapest possible for them.
If the rest of the population did not take part in the process, it
could easily be supplied out of the surplus manufactured by the
twenty-five crores.

3.  It is true that non-competitive imports are larger than
those that compete with the manufactures of Indian mills.   In the
scheme proposed by me the question does not arise, because the
central idea is not so much to carry on a commercial war against
foreign countries as to utilize the idle hours of the nation and thus
by natural processes to help it to get rid of her growing pauper-
ism.

4.  I have already shown that the result of boycott cannot in the
end be a rise in the price of cloth.

5.  The proposed boycott is not against the law of supply and
demand, because it does away with the law by manufacturing
enough for the supply.   The movement does require a change of
taste on the part of those who have adopted finer variety and who
patronize fantastic combinations of colours and designs.

6.  I have shown in these pages, that the destruction of hand-
spinning was designed and carried out in a most inhuman manner
by the agents of the East  India Company.   No amount of appli-
ances would ever have displaced this national art and industry but